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utilitarian was formerly employed. The final criterion,
as well as the ultimate end of universal conduct, is
taken to be happiness, pleasure, or well-being; * that is
to say, in the last analysis, that course of action, and
that course alone, can be held to be absolutely right
which meets this criterion and helps towards achieve-
ment of this end. But while the utilitarianism of Ben-
tham and the Mills was merely empirical, Spencer's
utilitarianism is rational. To make this difference clear
will be to bring into relief the elements that are most
noteworthy and characteristic in Mr. Spencer's ethical
teaching, considered on its scientific side.

All the old moral systems have, as we have already
intimated, been uniformly characterized by non-recogni-
tion of the principle of causation. Whether the posi-
tion taken was that the revealed will of Deity is the
sole ground of duty (as by the theological moralists
strictly so called), or that our knowledge of right and
wrong can come only through the instrumentality of a
supernaturally-given conscience (as taught by the ortho-
dox intuitionists), or that distinction in conduct arises

* The tendency of language is almost always towards degenera-
tion, and it is sometimes a hard struggle to prevent our ideas from
following our speech. It is unfortunate that the word pleasure
has come to be generally used for the criterion and end mentioned
above. The word is objectionable on account of its connotations;
the idea called up is too limited in character, and has been seriously
vitiated by evil associations. Happiness, though better, is still not
wholly satisfactory. Perhaps well-being, with its wider sweep of
meaning and absence of historic taint, is the best word for the
purpose.i, the umn Political Ethics
